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Anthony D. Prince (SBN # 202892)

General Counsel, California Homeless Union/Statewide Organizing Council
Law Offices of Anthony D. Prince

2425 Prince Street, Ste. 100

Berkeley, CA 94705

Tel: 510-301-1472

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
UNITED STATES COURT

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SAUSALITO/MARIN COUNTY CHAPTER ) Case No.: 3:21-cv-01143-EMC
OF THE CALIFORNIA HOMELESS UNION
on behalf of itself and those it represents;
ROBBI POWELSON:; SHERI L.
McGREGOR; MICHAEL ARNOLD;
ARTHUR BRUCE; MELANIE MUASOU:
SUNNY JEAN YOW; NAOMI
MONTEMAYOR: MIKE NORTH and
JACKIE CUTLER on behalf of themselves
and similarly situated homeless persons,

DECLARATION OF ANTHONY D.
PRINCE IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’
MOTION FOR ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE WHY DEFENDANTS’ SHOULD
NOT BE HELD IN CONTEMPT AND
FOR MODIFICATION OF
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

Plaintiffs Date: December 9, 2021

Time: 1:30 pm
Courtroom: 5-17" Floor
Courtroom: Zoom Videoconference

VS.

CITY OF SAUSALITO; MAYOR JILL
JAMES HOFFMAN: POLICE CHIEF JOHN
ROHRBACHER; CITY MANAGER
MARCIA RAINES; DEPT. OF PUBLIC
WORKS SUPERVISOR KENT BASSO,
individually and in their respective official
capacities,

Judge: Hon. Edward M. Chen

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF ANTHONY D. PRINCE

I, Anthony D. Prince, hereby declare:

1. Iam counsel of record for Plaintiffs in the above-captioned case.

Declaration of Anthony D. Prince
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2. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of a series of emails between
Sausalito Mayor Jill Hoffmn, City Attorney Mary Wagner, Counsel for the City of
Sausalito Arthur Friedman and Sausalito Police Chief John Rohrbacher regarding the
seizure and return of vital medications by Sausalito police.

3. Over the last three months I have been to the Marinship Park approximately six times,
four of them since the “bomb cyclone™ storm of October 23-24, 2021. I have personally
observed the destruction at the camp and, more recently, the accumulation of fetid water
and soil in and around the camp. I accompanied Robbie Powelson on both occasions
when he collected samples of potentially contaminated water and can personally attest to
the accuracy of the descriptions of the potential contamination provided by the Union
officers and other residents.

4. 1 was present when the majority of photographs attached to the Declaration of Robbie
Powelson were taken and can confirm they are accurate depictions of what I personally
observed on those occasions.

5. 1 promptly sent lab reports of the water samples taken by Mr. Powelson to Defendants’
counsel Arthur Friedman as soon as I received them. Though I have requested reports
resulting from the City’s own soil sampling, none have been provided.

6. I was present at Marinship Park prior to the establishment of the encampment and many
times since and have always viewed both the men’s and women’s restrooms on each
occasion. I can confirm that none of the sinks or toilets have ever been replaced. I have
reviewed the past and present photographs of the toilets and sinks attached as exhibits to
the Declaration of Robbie Powelson and can confirm they accurately reflect my own
personal observation. This is also true as regards the absence of any personal protective
equipment available to residents and the sporadic nature of the cleaning and maintenance
of these facilities.

Declaration of Anthony D. Prince
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7. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of a City report detailing the
expenditures on “Homeless Services” made by the City of Sausalito.

8. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of a series of newspaper articles
regarding police mistreatment of Marinship Park campers, contamination issues at the
encampment and last week’s arrest of photojournalist Jeremy Portje as he was attempting to
film the homeless in Marinship Park.

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the Sausalito Police
Department Policy Manual including the Chief’s Preface and pertinent portions of Policy
1019, “Personnel Complaints.”

I hereby swear and affirm under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States athe
State of California that the foregoing statement is true and correct and based on personal knowledge

and otherwise on information and belief.

Dated: December 5.2021

Executed at Berkeley, CA Anthony D. Prince

Declaration of Anthony D. Prince
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Exhibit A
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RE: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

From: Anthony Prince (princelawoffices@yahoo.com)
To:  jrohrbacher@sausalito.gov; mwagner@sausalito.gov; afriedman@sheppardmullin.com
Ce:  czapata@sausalito.gov; robbiepowelson@gmail.com

Date: Wednesday, November 24, 2021, 05:21 PM PST

This is outrageous. We will try to get a prescription for the albuterol inhaler and the other medication. City will be held
fully accountable.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

On Wed, Nov 24, 2021 at 5:15 PM, John Rohrbacher
<JRohrbacher@sausalito.gov> wrote:

Good Afternoon,
We met with Mr. Powelson and returned Ms. Wild’s papers and backpack (with contents).

Our team did not locate her inhalers which she reported to Mr. Powelson were in a bright colored shoulder
bag. We did not locate that bag in our PD property and evidence lockers.

The arresting officers are not on-duty today but we have reached out to them to see if they recall seeing
that shoulder bag. We are waiting for return phone calls from them.

John

From: Anthony Prince <princelawoffices@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 3:46 PM

To: Mary Wagner <MWagner@sausalito.gov>; Arthur Friedman <afriedman@sheppardmullin.com>
Cc: John Rohrbacher <JRohrbacher@sausalito.gov>; Chris Zapata <czapata@sausalito.gov>; Robbie
.Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>

Subject: RE: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

| have authorized Robbie Powelson to retrieve Ms. Wild's possessions before 5:00 pm. He will be at the
police station shortly.

Anthony Prince

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

On Wed, Nov 24, 2021 at 3:06 PM, Mary Wagner
<M Wagner(@sausalito.gov> wrote:

Mr. Prince,

There is a typo in the email below. The Chief if available up until 5Spm today. Not 2pm as indicated
below.
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Mary

From: Mary Wagner

Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 2:59 PM

To: Anthony Prince <princelawoffices@yahoo.com>; Arthur Friedman
<afriedman@sheppardmullin.com>

Cc: John Rohrbacher <JRohrbacher@sausalito.gov>; Chris Zapata <czapata@sausalito.gov>
Subject: RE: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

Mr. Prince,

The Chief of Police, John Rohrbacher, is available to meet with Ms. Wild at the Sausalito Police
Station up until 2pm. If the Police have items such as you describe below with the exception of the a
tent, tarp, pillow, and bedding, that belong to Ms. Wild they will be returned. If Ms. Wild is not
available to meet with the Chief today he will make himself available to meet with Ms. Wild at the
Police Department at another mutually agreeable day and time other than tomorrow, November

I5th
Please advise.
Mary

Mary Anne Wagner
City Attorney, City of Sausalito

From: Anthony Prince <princelawoffices@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 7:56 AM

To: Arthur Friedman <afriedman@sheppardmullin.com>; Mary Wagner <MWagner@sausalito.gov>
Cc: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>

Subject: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

Counsel: My client has provided the following list of some of the items that were
seized by police and are being wrongfully withheld for examination as evidence.

Two prescription albuterol inhalers for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease --
COPD -- and emphysema; medical and dental records;

Hygiene, food and essential personal transportation items including anti-bacterial
and anti-viral sanitizing wipes for protection from COVID-19 and other transmissible
diseases; soap, clothing including pants, shirts, coffee, butter, bacon, salt, a
sandwich; shoes and forty dollars cash with which she purchases food and other
necessities.

Essential survival items including her tent, tarps, pillow and bedding.

Essential documents and I.D. items: social security card, DMV certificates and
confidential, protected medical and legal documents, including documents pertaining
to the assault on Mr. Wild by police department employee Michael McKinley and the
ongoing criminal investigation regarding said assault; photographic evidence and
confidential communications with counsel on her cell phone, which is also being
withheld. Deprived of her cell phone, she is unable to make emergency or other calls
for medical emergencies or other purposes relating to her physical well-being.
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By depriving my client of the above-listed items, particularly her albuterol inhalers,
the City is putting her life at risk should she experience difficulty in breathing as the
result of her COPD and emphysema.

Accordingly, the City must immediately return the above-listed items and all others
currently being withheld by the Sausalito Police Department.

Anthony Prince,
Attorney for Holly Wild
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RE: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

From: John Rohrbacher (jrochrbacher@sausalito.gov)
To:  princelawoffices@yahoo.com; mwagner@sausalito.gov; afriedman@sheppardmullin.com
Cc czapata@sausalito.gov; robbiepowelson@gmail.com

Date: Wednesday, November 24, 2021, 05:15 PM PST

Good Afternoon,

We met with Mr. Powelson and returned Ms. Wild’s papers and backpack (with contents).

Our team did not locate her inhalers which she reported to Mr. Powelson were in a bright colored shoulder bag. We
did not locate that bag in our PD property and evidence lockers.

The arresting officers are not on-duty today but we have reached out to them to see if they recall seeing that
shoulder bag. We are waiting for return phone calls from them.

John

From: Anthony Prince <princelawoffices@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 3:46 PM

To: Mary Wagner <MWagner@sausalito.gov>; Arthur Friedman <afriedman@sheppardmullin.com>

Cc: John Rohrbacher <JRohrbacher@sausalito.gov>; Chris Zapata <czapata@sausalito.gov>; Robbie .Powelson
<robbiepowelson@gmail.com>

Subject: RE: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

| have authorized Robbie Powelson to retrieve Ms. Wild's possessions before 5:00 pm. He will be at the police
station shortly.

Anthony Prince

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

On Wed, Nov 24, 2021 at 3:06 PM, Mary Wagner
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<MWagner(@sausalito.gov> wrote:

Mr. Prince,
There is a typo in the email below. The Chief if available up until 5pm today. Not 2pm as indicated below.

Mary

From: Mary Wagner

Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 2:59 PM

To: Anthony Prince <princelawoffices@yahoo.com>; Arthur Friedman <afriedman@sheppardmullin.com>
Cc: John Rohrbacher <JRohrbacher@sausalito.gov>; Chris Zapata <czapata@sausalito.gov>

Subject: RE: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

Mr. Prince,

The Chief of Police, John Rohrbacher, is available to meet with Ms. Wild at the Sausalito Police Station up
until 2pm. If the Police have items such as you describe below with the exception of the a tent, tarp,
pillow, and bedding, that belong to Ms. Wild they will be returned. If Ms. Wild is not available to meet with
the Chief today he will make himself available to meet with Ms. Wild at the Police Department at another

mutually agreeable day and time other than tomorrow, November 5%

Please advise.
Mary

Mary Anne Wagner
City Attorney, City of Sausalito

From: Anthony Prince <princelawoffices@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 7:56 AM

To: Arthur Friedman <afriedman@sheppardmullin.com>; Mary Wagner <MWagner@sausalito.gov>
Cc: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>

Subject: Seizure of medical devices, medicine and other personal items from Holly Wild

Counsel: My client has provided the following list of some of the items that were seized by
police and are being wrongfully withheld for examination as evidence.

Two prescription albuterol inhalers for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease --COPD --
and emphysema; medical and dental records;

Hygiene, food and essential personal transportation items including anti-bacterial and
anti-viral sanitizing wipes for protection from COVID-19 and other transmissible diseases;
soap, clothing including pants, shirts, coffee, butter, bacon, salt, a sandwich; shoes and
forty dollars cash with which she purchases food and other necessities.

Essential survival items including her tent, tarps, pillow and bedding.

Essential documents and |.D. items: social security card, DMV certificates and
confidential, protected medical and legal documents, including documents pertaining to
the assault on Mr. Wild by police department employee Michael McKinley and the ongoing
criminal investigation regarding said assault; photographic evidence and confidential
communications with counsel on her cell phone, which is also being withheld. Deprived of
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her cell phone, she is unable to make emergency or other calls for medical emergencies
or other purposes relating to her physical well-being.

By depriving my client of the above-listed items, particularly her albuterol inhalers, the City
is putting her life at risk should she experience difficulty in breathing as the result of her
COPD and emphysema.

Accordingly, the City must immediately return the above-listed items and all others
currently being withheld by the Sausalito Police Department.

Anthony Prince,
Attorney for Holly Wild
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Exhibit B
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FISCAL IMPACT

On October 14, the Finance Department requested information from City of Sausalito
departments regarding costs incurred relating to homelessness. The total year-to-date
estimated budgetary impact is $675,428.51. This cost is expected to increase as additional time
and direct expenses are incurred.

Background & In-Kind Allocations

The encampment took hold with the first tent on December 20, 2020. The Police Department
first got fully immersed at the beginning of January 2021. There are two Police Department
employees (Chief of Police & Lieutenant) that have been involved since the start of the year.
Since their initial involvement in January, it is estimated that 50% of each of their respective
work time has been consumed by all matters related to the encampment. The City Manager
started in June, and estimates 25% of work time is associated with the homeless encampment.
To account for this time, the Finance Department has estimated in-kind amounts based on
work time estimates. The in-kind amounts are associated with staff time being consumed and
were calculated based on the departments’ estimated percent of time spent. The Finance
Department used employee total compensation year to date to estimates those impacts.
Please note, that those cost are expected to continue.

Direct Expenses & Purchase Orders

In addition to the employee in-kind cost allocation, there have been direct purchase and
budgetary impacts recorded throughout the year. These include Urban Alchemy, Springfield
Consulting, Sheppard Mullin legal costs, City Attorney legal costs, Budget Rental, food
purchases, and contracted costs related to the soil stockpile move from Dunphy Park.

Below is a table summary by budgetary classification of the year-to-date expenditures related
to the homeless encampment.

Table 1.0 - Estimated Budget Impact — October 20, 2021

Admin Other

Salaries & Wages | $27,355.88 $202,343.77 $63.08 | $229,762.73
Materials | $1,267.17 | $8,229.75 | $9,496.92
Purchased Svcs. | $99,770.64 | $252,000.00 | $23,898.52 | $375,669.16 |
| Other Services | $29,623.70 $30,876.00 | $60,499.70 |

L

Total | $27,355.88 | $29,623.70 | $303,381.58 | $252,000.00 | $63,067.35 | $675,428.51 |



Project Management o E:ﬁ@ CITY OF SAUSALITO
A
0

Project Expenditures
User: Vtdauditor i Joe. L (415) 289-4100
8 Printed: 10/20/2021 - 1:49 PM 120 Litho Street e __‘__ .v,ﬁ - )
S Project Label: ENCAMP Sausalito, CA 94965 fax (413) 289-4167
™ Task Label: ENCAMPM-000
1 Date: 10/20/2021
md Include Closed POs: no
o PM Type Description Reference Budget PO Number PO Original Amt Expended Amt Encumbered Avail Budget
— ENCAMP Encampment
A, ENCAMPM-000 Encampment
8 C 0.00
PN Labor CIP labor w/benefits
. Payroll Period 09/20/21-10/03/21 0.00 2523 0.00
w Payroll Period 09/19/21-10/02/21 0.00 37.85 0.00
[ Labor Total: 0.00 63.08 0.00
e
N C Total: 0.00 63.08 0.00 -63.08
—
c
Q M Maternials 0.00
m Material Purchased material & equipment
mw Hagel Supply Co 0.00 85.37 0.00
(@) Material Total: 0.00 85.37 0.00
O
w M Total: 0.00 85.37 0.00 -85.37
)
< P 0.00
ﬂ__ Supplies Supplies
O_ Goodman Building Supply Co 0.00 145.60 0.00
W National Construction Rentals Inc 0.00 2,792.30 0.00
h Hagel Supply Co 0.00 -85.37 0.00
N Water Components & Bldg Supply 0.00 85.00 0.00
™ Tamalpais Paint & Color 0.00 152.55 0.00
a Goodman Building Supply Co 0.00 121.18 0.00
@®© Goodman Building Supply Co 0.00 23.80 0.00
O Goodman Building Supply Co 0.00 58.62 0.00
Hagel Supply Co 0.00 767.20 0.00
Herc Rentals Inc, 0.00 132.70 0.00

PM-Project Expenditures (10/20/2021 - 1:49 PM) Page |
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Case 3

PM Type Description Reference Budget PO Number PO Original Amt Expended Amt Encumbered Avail Budget
Bay Area Barricade Service Inc 0.00 1,759.63 0.00
Water Components & Bldg Supply 0.00 503.88 0.00
Water Components & Bldg Supply 0.00 490.53 0.00
Water Components & Bldg Supply 0.00 490.53 0.00
Goodman Building Supply Co 0.00 336.06 0.00
Ferguson US Holdings, Inc. 0.00 151.07 0.00
Goodman Building Supply Co 0.00 80.86 0.00
Ferguson US Holdings, Inc. 0.00 138.24 0.00
Supplies Total: 0.00 8,144.38 0.00

P Total: 0.00 8,144 38 0.00 -8.144.38

Services 0.00
Services Purchased services

Herc Rentals Inc. 0.00 209.75 0.00
Bay Cities Refuse Service Inc 0.00 2,231.90 0.00
Bay Cities Refuse Service Inc 0.00 1,437.90 0.00
Bay Cities Refuse Service Inc 0.00 2,113.80 0.00
Bay Cities Refuse Service Inc 0.00 525.00 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 552.80 0.00
Bay Cities Refuse Service Inc 0.00 1,139.90 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 609.63 0.00
Herc Rentals Inc. 0.00 209.75 0.00
Brazer Communications, Mara Brazer dba 0.00 1,200.00 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 893 84 0.00
Deignan, Monte 0.00 2.450.00 0.00
Deignan, Monte 0.00 5,210.00 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 945.63 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 560.97 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 894 81 0.00
American Sanitation Inc. 0.00 893,84 0.00
Bay Cities Refuse Service Inc 0.00 1,819.00 0.00
Services Total: 0.00 23,898.52 0.00

S Total: 0.00 23,898.52 0.00 -23,898.52

ENCAMPM-000 Total: 0.00 32,191.35 0.00 -32,191.35

PM-Project Expenditures (10/20/2021 - 1:49 PM)

Page 2



PM Type Description Reference Budget PO Number PO Original Amt Expended Amt Encumbered Avail Budget

ENCAMP Total: 0.00 32,191.35 0.00 -32,191.35

Report Totals: 0.00 32,191.35 0.00 -32,191.35

Case 3:21-cv-01143-EMC Document 70-3 Filed 12/06/21 Page 15 of 56

PM-Project Expenditures (10/20/2021 - 1:49 PM) Page 3
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Encampment Cost Detail

Bl e

tion
| Gross 14 ER to Def. | [ Tatal Encampment
Employ Since earmin Plan CalPERS ER_ | Unif Comp Allocat
Chiis Zapata 6712021 38,776.93 54E.60 10,700.00 109.423.53 254 27.355.88
Total 27,355.88
Legal Department
Sheppard Mullin - January 2021-curent 200,000.00
City Attarney 52,000.00
Total 252.000.00
Department of Public Works
Dunphy Park Sail Stackpile Removal CO#01 25.895.50
Dunphy Park Soil Stackpile Removal Co#s0z 1.385.00
Dunphy Park Soil Stockpile Removal COM03 2.343.20
Total 29,623.70
Police
100-200-3000-320 (Protessional Services)
Urban Alchemy- 2189172
Springtield Consulting- 980.00
Budget Rental- 147.51
29,093.23
100-200-8000-630 (Food)
Starbucks- £3.85
Golden Cream Dorwts- 60.00
Drivers Market- .77
Golden Gate Market- 375.00
Target- 5748
Salfeway- 10307
1.267.17
100-200~-3000-320 (Professional Services
Urban Alchemy- [June 10-30) 10,247.29
Urban Alchemy- (Juily 1-31) 20,036.64
Urban Alchemy- [Bugust 1-31) 2152368
Urban Alchemy- [September 1-6] " Not Paid et 5.148.20
Urban Alchemy- [September 7-30) "Not Paid Yet 13.715.60
70.671.41
Gross 1 ER to Def. Total Encampment
Employee Since eamnings Plan CalPERS ER | Uniform Comp Allocation
Stacie Gregory mizoz1 156.485.68 1.314.35 31,331.60 | 1.000.00 | 130.13163 507 35.085.82
John Rohrbacher 112021 172,407.78 1,629.13 33519.00 ] 1,000.00 | 21455591 502 107.277.96
202.343.77
Other Expenditures: (Non-Dept - See "ENCAMPMENT" Repart) $ 3219135
Other Expenditures: Marin County Dedication of ARPA Funds $ 30878.00
Total 675.428.51
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Exhibit C
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RISING TENSIONS Sausalito police officers help to clear a homeless encampment in June. Photo by Nikki Silverstein

Sausalito Police Under

Investigation for
Treatment of
Homeless Residents

By Nikki Silverstein

Sep 28, 2821

At least two independent probes were opened this month
into the treatment of local homeless residents by the
Sausalito Police Department. Tensions are already high
between the City of Sausalito and the residents of a
homeless encampment in Marinship Park, as the parties have
remained embroiled in litigation for the last seven months.
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A civilian employee of the Sausalito Police Department faces
an allegation of criminal misconduct against a homeless
resident. The case has been referred to the Marin County
Sherift’s Office for investigation, according to Sausalito
Mayor Jill Hoffman. The City has also begun internal
personnel investigations into the conduct of police officers.
An independent investigator will be hired to oversee those
investigations.

While the City of Sausalito keeps mum on the recent spate of
troublesome incidents between the Sausalito Police
Department and the homeless community, video evidence,
letters by attorneys and interviews with victims and
witnesses shed light on the questionable conduct of some
police employees.

On Sept. 10, Holly Wild, 58, a then-resident of the Sausalito
homeless encampment, stood at a break in the fence
surrounding the Army Corps of Engineers boatyard in
Sausalito. The homeless encampment is a few feet away from
the boatyard, where vessels are crushed. Many mariners who
once lived anchored out on Richardson Bay, including Wild,
have had their boats destroyed at the boatyard. After their
boats are demolished, they often move into the Sausalito
homeless encampment.

Wild watched as heavy equipment destroyed a boat that she
believed belonged to her. Upset and frustrated, she admits to
kicking the fence and yelling, maybe even using a foul word
or two.

Michael McKinley, the emergency services coordinator for
the Sausalito Police Department, stood inside the boatyard.
Upon hearing Wild, he approached the fence, where the two
had a brief conversation. Wild claims McKinley identified
himself as Curtis Havel, who is the harbormaster for the
Richardson’s Bay Regional Agency (RBRA), the local
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government agency responsible for overseeing policy on
Richardson Bay.

Without provocation, McKinley reached down, picked up a
rock and hurled it at her with tremendous force, Wild said.
The rock allegedly came through the several-inch gap in the
fence and Wild dodged the projectile to avoid getting hit in
the face by it.

“It was a five-inch-by-three-inch rock,” Wild said. “And he
had good aim.”

A second rock thrown by McKinley hit the fence, according
to Wild. McKinley then began to move toward the front of
the boatyard.

“He told me, ‘T'm coming to get you,” Wild said.

Fearful for her safety, Wild left the area. In fact, she no
longer feels safe staying at the homeless encampment and
has returned to living anchored out on Richardson Bay.

Unbeknownst to Wild and McKinley, Tim Logan, a mariner,
observed the rock-throwing from the water and shot video of
part of the encounter. Logan later shared the video with
Wild.

Bringing the video with her as evidence, Wild twice
attempted to file a report with the Sausalito Police
Department about the incident. Both times the department
refused to accept the report.

Logan even spoke on the phone with Sausalito police officer
Nick White about taking a report from Wild. White refused
and said he wasn’t going to “play any games,” according to
Logan.

Attempting to report the incident himself, Logan met in-
person with Sausalito police officer Edgar Padilla. Padilla
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spent several minutes justifying the rock-throwing incident,
according to a video Logan took of the meeting. Again, no
report was taken. Instead, Padilla said the conversation was
documented by his bodycam.

Eventually, on Sept. 14, Wild wrote a report and hand-
delivered it to the desk of a Sausalito Police Department
employee. It appears the report was finally accepted.

The following day, Anthony Prince, attorney for the
California Homeless Union, and Holly Wild, wrote a strongly
worded letter to the City of Sausalito’s attorney and their
outside counsel about the series of events. Prince said the
rock-throwing incident was extremely serious, as was the
officers’ refusal to investigate.

“In conclusion, at this point we insist that pending a full
investigation of the attack on Ms. Wild and the police
department’s response - or lack thereof - to the attack, that
Mr. Michael McKinley as well as Officers White and Padilla
be suspended and have no further contact with Marinship
Park encampment residents,” Prince wrote.

Mary Wagner, the City of Sausalito’s attorney, replied to
Prince on Sept. 17, and said McKinley had been placed on
administrative leave pending investigation by the Marin
County Sheriff’s Office. No mention was made of suspending
any officers.

The Marin County Sheriff’s Office spokesperson, Sergeant
Brent Schneider, said in an email that it takes all allegations
of crimes very seriously, regardless of the person’s employer.

McKinley, too, remained tight-lipped. He declined to discuss
the events, citing the investigation by the Sheriff’s Office.

These examples of the Sausalito police department
personnel treating members of Sausalito’s homeless
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community with disrespect do not appear to be isolated
incidents.

Earlier this month, Lieutenant Stacie Gregory lost her
temper with Robbie Powelson, a resident of the homeless
encampment. Powelson followed several feet behind
Gregory as she walked through the encampment, and
peppered her with questions. During the strained encounter,
which Powelson captured on video, Gregory turned around,
approached Powelson and stood within inches of his face.

“Get out of my face,” Gregory said, though it was she who
stepped up to Powelson. “You got no reason to be talking to
me right now. No reason.”

Although the mistreatment of homeless residents wasn’t
part of the initial litigation between the City of Sausalito and
the homeless, it will likely be a factor in the current
settlement negotiations. The Sausalito Homeless Union sued
the City of Sausalito in February to stop the encampment
from being moved and to prevent a ban on daytime camping.
The encampment was eventually moved from the downtown
area to Marinship Park, yet camping is still permitted 24/7 by
the homeless.

As the Pacific Sun went to press on Tuesday, Sept. 28, the
parties are scheduled for a private settlement conference.
The same night, the Sausalito City Council is scheduled to
discuss a resolution to spend $185,000 for a six-month
period on security at the Marinship Park homeless
encampment.

The conduct of the police staff will be discussed at the
settlement conference, which is being held at Prince’s
insistence. Prince maintains that the City of Sausalito has
failed to make the camp safe for the residents and that there
are negative psychological effects for the former anchor-out
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mariners who are forced to live next to the boatyard that
crushed their boats.

“It’s time for the City to settle,” Prince said. “They have
abdicated their responsibility. We want the City to house
people now.”
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During the recent “bomb cyclone” storm, Marinship Park predictably flooded. Personal possessions were drenched, and
many of the approximately 40 campers took refuge by huddling in the bathrooms. Photos courtesy of Sausalito Homeless
Union

Sausalito Homeless
Union Claims City
Mistreated Residents
of City-Sanctioned
Camp

By Nikki Silverstein

Nov 1@, 2821

The Sausalito Homeless Union and the City of Sausalito are
scheduled to face off again in the U.S. District Court of
Northern California next month. Court documents filed last
week by the homeless union argue that Sausalito should be
held in contempt for failing to protect and causing harm to
the residents of the city-sanctioned homeless encampment,
an alleged violation of a previous court order.
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“When the City of Sausalito moved the encampment to
Marinship Park, they assumed responsibility to make it safe,”
Anthony Prince, attorney for the Sausalito Homeless Union,
said in an interview. “The court order permitting the move
said the basis was safety. The city has a duty of care, which
they wouldn’t have had if they had let the residents stay at
Dunphy Park. Our motion is to hold them in contempt of
court because they haven’t made the encampment safe.”

The parties have been embroiled in a lawsuit since February,
one that has cost Sausalito approximately $500,000 so far,
City Manager Chris Zapata said at a city council meeting in
September. The Sausalito Homeless Union is represented
pro bono by Prince.

The Homeless Union’s new accusations against Sausalito
include the assault of two female campers by police
personnel, the city’s failure to protect the sanctioned
encampment at Marinship from the “bomb cyclone” storm
in late October and the city’s threats to demolish a storage
shed under construction by a volunteer at the camp.

Michael McKinley, a civilian employee of the Sausalito Police
Department, threw rocks at then-camper Holly Wild in
September, according to the court filing. Wild and a witness
who took video of the alleged assault attempted to file police
reports about the incident, but officers Nick White and
Edgar Padilla refused to take their statements. Days later, the
department finally accepted a report Wild dropped off at the
station. Wild no longer resides at the camp due to concerns
for her safety.

After the alleged rock-throwing, the city placed McKinley on
unpaid administrative leave pending a criminal investigation
by the Marin County Sheriff’s Office. However, no action has
been taken against the officers who repeatedly refused to
take reports about the alleged assault, according to the court
filing.
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Sausalito Mayor Jill Hoffman has given the Pacific Sun three
conflicting statements about investigations into the police
officers’ conduct, two in the last few days.

“The City of Sausalito has also opened up internal personnel
investigations, for which we will hire an independent
investigator,” Hoffman wrote in a September email.

I contacted the mayor again last week to follow up on the
issue and she responded the following day.

“Once the Sheriff’s Office has completed its investigation,
the City—as is protocol—will then conduct its internal
investigation using the services of an appropriate and
qualified outside vendor,” Hoffman wrote in an email on
Now. s.

Hoffman appears to have conflated two issues: McKinley’s
alleged assault on Wild and the officers refusing to take a
police report. One is a criminal investigation conducted by
the Marin County Sheriff’s Office and the other is an
internal investigation managed by the City of Sausalito. Both
could happen simultaneously.

Even more puzzling, the Marin County Sheriff’s Office
finished their investigation into McKinley in mid-October,
according to Sergeant Brenton Schneider of the Marin
County Sheriff’s Office. They forwarded the report to the
Marin County District Attorney’s Office.

The DA’s office confirmed they received the report and are
reviewing it to determine whether charges will be filed
against McKinley.

I informed Hoffman that the Marin County Sheriff’s Office
completed their investigation three weeks ago. Based on
Hoffman’s previous statement from two days before, I
assumed she would say the internal investigations into the
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police officers’ conduct would begin immediately. However,
that is not the case.

“As regards the Marin County Sherift’s Office, we are aware
that the Office has forwarded its criminal investigation to
the District Attorney’s Office for review,” Hoffman wrote in
an email on Nov. 8. “The City of Sausalito will not begin an
internal investigation into the allegations against the civilian
employee and the police officers until we hear from the
District Attorney.”

A reasonable person might conclude the mayor’s changing
narrative and the delays to initiate the internal investigations
indicate the officers’ conduct is not being taken seriously.
Ditto for the results of the atmospheric river the Bay Area
experienced in late October, which leveled the city-
sanctioned homeless encampment.

Although the city received ample warning of the severity of
the weather system, deemed the worst storm in a century,
officials did not relocate the campers from the low-lying,
flood prone Marinship Park. Instead, the city delivered
“gravel, sleeping bags, hygiene kits, tarps and tents” prior to
the storm, Mayor Hoffman said.

There is some dispute from the campers about what items
the city provided. Regardless, the supplies were wholly
inadequate for the storm’s brutality, Robbie Powelson,
president of the Marin County Homeless Union, said.

Sections of a fence installed by the city to enclose the
encampment fell onto tents. Almost all the tents collapsed,
either from the strong winds or the fallen fence. Marinship
Park predictably flooded. Personal possessions were
drenched, and many of the approximately 40 campers took
refuge by huddling in the bathrooms.
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